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is in agitation, of a much more delicate nature,
and which supposes a general plan and great
fortitude ; which is a land-tax on the estates of
the nobles. The project begins to transpire, and
the provincial counsellors have received orders to
send certain informations, which seem to have
this purpose in view. I will believe it is accom-
plished when I see it.

Single and distinct facts are of less impor-
tance to you than an intimate knowledge of him
who governs. All the characters of weakness are
united to those I have so often described. Spies
already are employed ; informers are made wel-
come ; those who remonstrate meet anger, and
the sincere are repulsed or driven to a distance.
Women only preserve the right of saying what
they please. There has lately been a private
concert, at which Madame Hencke, or Rietz, for
you know that this is one and the same person,
was present, and stood behind a screen. Some
noise was heard at the door. A valet de chambre
half opened it, and there found the Princess
Frederica of Prussia and Mademoiselle Voss.
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